HYDERABAD STATE    '" * '*'

INTRODUCTORY NOTE.

HYDERABAD, the premier Indian State in India, forms a lateral square
and is situated between 1510' and 21*50' north latitude and between
74*44' and 81*35' east longitude.   Its area is 82,698   square miles,
which means   that* the   State  is larger than  England and Scotland  put
together.

It is bounded on the north by the British districts of Khandesh and the
rock-bedded river Tapti, on the south by the rivers Tunghabadra and Kistna,
on the east by the rivers Wardha and Godaveri and on the west by the
British districts of Kaladgi, Sholapur and Ahmednagar. The three main
rivers which fertilize its soil are the Godaveri, the Kistna and the Tungha-
badra, but these are, unfortunately, what may be termed border rivers.
There is no river comparable to the Godaveri or the Kistna which actually
cuts through the State.

The area consists, generally speaking, of a hilly tract of country, ele-
vated about 1,250 feet above the level of the sea, and is situated to the north
of the great Deccan plateau. It is divided into two great and equal divisions
by trappean rocks to the north and the west and by granite and limestone
regions to the south and east.

The country presents much variety of surface and feature. In some
parts it is mountainous, woody and picturesque; in others, flat or undulating.
The champaign lands are of all description, including many rich and fertile
plains. The Aurangabad district, besides its caves at Ajanta and Ellora,
presents a variety of scenic aspect not met with elsewhere. The country is
undulating in parts, with step-like ascents in some places and abrupt crags
and cliffs in others. In the granitic and calcareous region (Telingana, that is,
that portion of the State in which the Telugu speaking population for the
most part dwells) the hills are bare of vegetation and the plains covered with
brushwood of every description. Dome-shaped hills and wild fantastic
boulders and tors abound in many parts, giving the region a gloomy aspect.
On the other hand, the trap region (Marathwara, that is, that portion of the
State in which the Marathi speaking people dwell) is covered with luxuriant